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Nagasaki University Medical School
Integrated Skills English Course
First Year Medical Students
Spring 2011

Instructors: Luc Loosveldt
Jim Briganti Class Times : MTWTF

16:20 - 17:50 / 18:00 - 19:30

E-mail: lluc@nagasaki-u.ac.jp Office Hours: 1o be announced ‘

Required Textbooks (depending on the class)
o Academic Connections 1 // The Medical Detectives // Monkey Luv
Additional Required Materials

* binder for keeping all handouts and assignments.

° notebook ( or loose-leaf paper ) for taking notes and in-class writing

° A good English/English dictionary (e.g., Longman Dictionary of American English)

* Internet access and email address, Computer memory storage device (i.e. flash
drive)

* Computer & printer access.

Course Objectives

This course will focus on improving your overall English language ability through
comprehensive instruction in all four skill areas; speaking, listening, reading, and writing.
The development of all of these skills is crucial for effective English language
communication and is especially necessary for future medical professionals who must
be able to communicate with their colleagues, staff, and patients in English.

Student Responsibilities:

We will be exploring the English language through a variety of different topics/contexts.
In class you will be expected to come prepared to actively participate in discussion and
activities. It is vitally important that you complete all homework assignments prior to

each class meeting.

Some of the skills we will focus on include:
° Strategies for dealing with unfamiliar vocabulary
* Skimming and scanning a text* for main ideas and supporting details
*  Writing summaries, organizing information, making connections, and
thinking critically



* Developing oral presentation skills as well the ability to speak effectively in
spontaneous interactions

* listening to lectures, note-taking, participating in debates, and preparing
oral and written reports '

(* a ‘text’ refers to any written material.)

Attendance Policy:

* Coming to class 1-10 minutes late will be marked as a “tardy” (T) on the
attendance sheet that day. Three days tardy (T) will be counted as one absence.

* If you are more than 10 minutes late to any one class, you will be counted as
absent and will receive zero attendance/participation points for that day.

* If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed. (Contact a
trusted classmate, or contact your instructor.) You will be expected to come to the
next class prepared. No extra time will be given to make up missed
assignments.

* If you are absent for a quiz or exam, you will receive a zero. Under normal
circumstances, you will not be allowed to make up missed exams. There is one
exception:

o In case of accident or serious illness, please bring me a doctor’s note, and | witl
consider how to deal with your particular situation. Instructors will decide
whether an absence will be excused on a case by case basis.

Late Homework Policy:

Late homework will not be accepted and will receive a score of zero. It must be turned
in when the instructor requests it (usually at the beginning of class.) If you know in
advance that you will miss a class, please contact your instructor (by email,
phone, or in person) and turn in your homework early.

Academic Honesty:

The Nagasaki University Medical Department takes cheating very seriously. That
includes cheating on quizzes and exams, plagiarism (copying text from the internet,
books, or other writers), copying homework answers from friends, etc. Please do your
own work in this class at all times. You should not ask friends, tutors, or anyone else o
check or edit your assignments. Your teacher needs to see your true ability in order to
help you improve. You will receive enough feedback from your classmates and teacher
to help you do well in this course. Turning in work that is not solely your own will be
considered cheating. If | catch you cheating, you will receive a zero and you may
fail the course. If you are unsure about what is or is not considered cheating, please
ask! | will be happy to answer your questions.



Summary of Student Responsibilities:

* Come to class prepared. (Bring all materials. Be organized. Do homework, Review.)

* Speak only English in class.

*  Respect your fellow students & help each other.

* Participate actively. (Ask questions. Share ideas. Listen carefully. Follow directions.)

* Complete all of your work to the best of your ability.

* No sleeping. If you sleep in class you may be asked to leave!

*  You are NOT ALLOWED to use your phone, laptop, or any other electronic device in class
unless the instructor specifically gives you permission to do so.

Grading: Your grade in this class will be based on....

* Attendance & Participation: 10%
o You can lose participation points if you are absent, late, sleeping, using your
phone, speaking your native language, not participating in group activities, or
being disruptive. If you arrive to class unprepared, you will also lose points.

* Classwork: 10%

* Quizzes: 10%
o Quizzes may cover (but are not limited to) reading skills, writing skills, speaking

and listening skills.
o If you are absent for a quiz, you will receive a score of zero. However, your
lowest quiz score will be dropped from your final grade.
- Tests: 20%
o Tests may cover (but are not limited to) reading skills, writing skills, speaking and
listening skills.
o Ifyou are absent for a test, you will receive a score of zero.

* Homework (incl. on-line tasks) : 30%

o You will have homework every week. This course will have an on-line
component. This on-line component comprises a significant portion of course
assignments. It will help you come to class prepared, review previous materials,
and allow your instructor to carefully track your progress. You will be expected to
have all assigned on-line tasks completed prior to the class. Not doing so will

affect your grade.
* Oral Presentations: 20%

QK Overall score will be calculated on a scale of 0 to 100.
To pass the course you’ll need to score 60 or more.

Important Rules to Remember

* Do not speak when others are speaking

* Use English in the classroom

* Prepare for class

* Hand in your homework on time

* Do your own work

* Ask questions when you do not understand

* Please turn your cell-phone off so that the ringing does not distract the class
and do NOT answer you cell phone in class or engage in text messaging!!

NOTE: The instructor may make changes to the policies above in order to better serve the needs of the class.
However, you will be notified in writing and issued a new copy of the course syllabus if any changes are made.



Integrated Skills Course: Spring 2011 Schedule

INTRODUCTION

introduction

self-assessment,
semester goals,
course overview

*Course Book MANDATORY

Course Book Introduction

How we read

Skimming for the main
idea

Scanning for supporting
details

Course book overview
worksheet *DUE in class

* Reading assignment 1 due

introduction to reader
roles/literature circle
requirements

Class reading
assignment 1-| class

group WOrk *DuUE in class
Homework: chapier selection(5)

*Chapter selection homework due

Chapter Reading choice and
group assignments

Deciding together on
chapter topics of
interest, establishing
weekly roles of each
group member

-Class determination of
chapters —individual role
forms passed out —
establish weekly roles for
group members —
Homework first reading
chapter (TBD)

Group literature circle-week#1

Literature circle

Group literature circle
Class discussion
*Week one Group role
forms due

#1
Group literature circle

*Group reporter report DUE for week

Literature circle

Group literature circle
Class discussion
*Week two Group role
forms due

*Group report DUE for week #2
Group literature circle

Literature circle

Group literature circle
Class discussion
*Week three Group role
forms due

*Group report DUE for week #3
Group literature circle

*Report of mid-term assessment

Literature circle

Group literature circle
Class discussion

*Week four Group role
forms due

*Group report DUE for week #4
Group literature circle

Literature circle

Group literature circle

Class discussion
*Week five Group role
forms due
Homework*Presentation
chapier decision

10

*Group report DUE for week #5
*Chapter selection submission due
Presentation introduction

Presenting and
listening roles
Listening rubric
explained

Presenter and Listener

roles handed out
*homework: presentation
outline

Sign up for presentation
timeslots

11

*Presentation outline Due

Note taking &
Sample Presentation
(by instructor)
Listening rubric

Presentation/listening Q&A
*Listening worksheet and
rubric due in class




Academic Connections 1

-- First Year Students

13

Student Presentations

*Listening worksheets
and rubrics due in class

13

Student Presentations

land rubrics due in class

*Listening worksheets

14

Student Presentations

Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

land rubrics due in class

*Listening worksheets

15

Student Presentations

Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.

*Listening worksheets
and rubrics due in class




Academic Connections 1 -- First Year Students

INTRODUCTION

Class introductions

self-assessment,
goals, strategies

PSYCHOLOGY - First
Impressions and Attractions

Introducing the topic
“Finding your ideal partner”
Main ideas/

Supporting Details

Skimming for the
main idea
Scanning for
supporting details

The paragraph
The topic sentence
Organization

Writing a paragraph
(predicting what will
happen)

ECOLOGY - The Web of Life

Organizational
Structure

Cause-and-effect
expressions

Cause-and-effect
Organization:block
organization

(“The botany of
desire” - trailer)

Cause-and-effect
oral presentation

MID-TERM

HEALTH - Stress

Coherence and
Cohesion

recognizing
coherence
connectors and
transitions words

10

Listening for
organization

11

writing a coherent
paragraph

13

LITERATURE - Folk tales

Summarizing

summary
statements

recognizing major
and minor points

13

time order words
paraphrasing
narrative summaries

14

presenting an oral
summary

15

FINAL




Practical Presentation Skills: Spring 2011 Schedule

in Practical Presentation Skills students will be given the tools, experience, and
confidence needed to present their own ideas clearly and effectively.

Weekly mini-presentations in small groups will help students develop develop English
competence through meaningful, authentic tasks. Students will be challenged to think
independently, to learn and practice new skills and strategies, to critique each other’s
work, and to evaluate each other’s performance. Essential self-editing skills will also be
acquired in the process.

Through practice, practice, and more practice, students will learn how to build
presentations from the ground up and present their ideas with confidence and clarity.

1 INTRODUCTION Introduction Self-assessment, semester
goals, course overview
2 | Thisis you! Personal Statement/ Self-introduction
elevator pitch - who are you? What's special
about you? why are you here?
Why should we listen to you?
3 Let’s get started Elements of the WISE (welcome/Introduce
introduction yourself/say what your’re going
to say/ Explain your topic’s
relevance)
STRUCTURING a presentation
4 | Today’s topic is... Main part of the Signposting
presentation STRUCTURING a presentation
5 Continued Continued
6 | ToBeornotto Be Enunciation / Stress Stress and rhythm / thought
{Shakespeare and Blochemlstry) patterns for emphasis groups fintonation
7 For Example,... Using examples Comparison and conirast
(explaining)
8 How do you do it? Descriptions Talking about process
(explaining)
o | Word Siress // Howdjasayit Word stress
10 | What happened ? Why did it happen? Cause & Consequence | Explaining Causes
11 | Why do we need 1o do this? Cause & Consequence | Explaining Reasons
12 | Finishing with a bang. In Conclusion Signaling the end / summarizing
the main points/ inviting
questions
13 | Presentations Presentations Presentations
14 | Presentations Presentations Presentations
15 | Presentations Presentations Presentations






