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Academic Connections 2 - second year students

Instructors: Luc Loosveldt Class Time :  to be decided

Jim Briganti

E-mail:  lluc@nagasaki-u.ac.] Office Hours: to be decided

jbriganti@nagasaki-u.ac.jp

Course Objectives

This is a continuation of last year’s English for academia. The course aims to create a cooperative and
collaborative learning environment structured around small discussion groups in which participants
will fulfill different roles. Students will develop their language and critical thinking skills through
group discussion, negotiation, and collaborative problem solving. By the end of the course, students
should be able to negotiate their way through discussing and presenting medical topics in English.
Students will play an active role in choosing topics from the course curriculum for in-class study.

Required Textbooks

» Academic Connections 1, Betsy Cassriel and Marit Ter Mate Martinsen - Pearson-Longman
* Human Biology, Sylvia Mader and Michael Windelspecht - Mc Graw-Hill (11th edition)

Topics

1 Introduction of the course, on-line tasks, deciding on the groups

2 First group meeting: establishing group roles, deciding on first topic, deciding on topic focus, written or
spoken

3 CALL center - Vocabulary test ; English Central; setting up on-line communication channels

4 Discussion circles - study plan - division of research/report tasks

5 Discussion circles - topic’s vocabulary, grammar points, organization, ... / report progress check

6 Putting the group report together - creating a rubric to evaluate the work

7 Presenting the group reports

8 CALL center - listening, reviewing group reports

9 Deciding on second topic, group roles and on topic focus, written or spoken

10 Discussion circles - study plan — division of research tasks

11 Discussion circles - topic’s vocabulary, grammar points, organization, ..., how to present

12 Planning the reports - creating a rubric to evaluate a presentation

13 Report delivery practice in group. Critiquing each other’s work. Q&A practice.

14 Presenting individual reports - Q&A session

15 Final self and group evaluation - What did we learn? Where do we go next?

Course work and Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on the basis of classwork, reading and writing responses, a group presentation
and a final group report.




TOEIC workshop

instructors:  Luc Loosveldt Class Time: to be decided
Jim Briganti

E-mail: lluc@nagasaki-u.ac.jp // Office Hours: to be decided

jbriganti@nagasaki-u.ac.jp

Course Objectives

The TOEIC workshops involve practical hands-on TOEIC practice and tactics to improve your TOEIC score.

This 1s a not-for-credit course. However, for those whose most recent TOEIC score falls below a pre-determined
score®, the course is a pre-requisite to take the following semester’s for-credit course .

Understanding how the TOEIC is organized, what strategies are successful, and practicing key tactics will ensure that

lyou can reach the TOEIC goal set by the university.

Book

Tactics for TOEIC — Listening and Reading, Grant Trew, Oxford University Press
Word Engine - an online vocabulary practice tool; details at first meeting

Topics
1 Introduction to the class / Introduction to the TOEIC/Word Engine Vocabulary Check
(this class will be held at the CALL center)

2 Part 5 Part 1 - Listening Practice
3 Part 2 mini-practice part 5

Part 6 Part 2 - Listening Practice
S5 Part 3 mini-practice part 6
6 Part 7 Part 2 - Listening Practice
7 Part 4 mini-practice part 7
8 Strategy review + Practice test - 2.5 hours
9 Part 5 Part 1 - Listening Practice
10 |Part2 mini-practice part 5
11 |Part6 Part 2 - Listening Practice
12 [Part 3 mini-practice part 6
13 |Part7 Part 2 - Listening Practice
14 |Part4 mini-practice part 7
15 |Final Practice Test - 2 hours
16 |Reflections + Further Study

Course work and Evaluation

Students will be evaluated based on attendance, homework assignment completion, and class participation.

Minimum required TOEIC scores for TOEIC workshop exemption:
By the end of the first semester of the first year - 500 points

By the beginning of the second semester of the second year - 600 points
By the end of the first semester of the third year - 700 points

By the beginning of the first semester of the fourth year - 750 points
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English Communication in a Medical Context

instructors: Luc Loosveldt Class Time: to be decided
Jim Briganti

E-mail:_lluc@nagasaki-u.ac.jp Office Hours: to be decided

jbriganti(@nagasaki-u.ac.jp

Course Obiectives

This course will focus on improving your professional English language communication ability through
comprehensive instruction in all four skill areas; speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Topics covered in the
course will focus on English communication in a medical context. Students will play an active role in choosing
topics to explore for in-class study based on what they determine to be the most beneficial for their English

improvement.

Book

Textbook/class materials: (to be decided in class)
Internet access

Class Outline

1 Introduction to the course Students will decide in groups what topics they want to
2 Assigning of aroups/ first topic selection focus on. They will study and practice these topics in a
—— . collaborative and cooperative environment, and present
> Group discussion topic 1 and teach what they learned to other groups. Students
4 Presentation practice 1 will develop their own rubrics to evaluate their work
. . and the work of their peers.
5 Presentation topic 1
6 Group discussion topic 2 Some Suggestlons for toplcs
7 Presentation practice 2 Introducing yourself in a medical context, English for
8 Presentation topic 2 the patient interview, the language of pain, Vaccines,
_ ) _ Selective Attention, Presenting research , Common
9 Group discussion topic 3 . . T .
Complaints, Accidents and Injuries, Physical
10 Presentati tice 3 o .. . . .
resentation prachee - Examinations, Medication, Medical History, Life
11 Presentation topic 3 Style and Dlet, .
12 Group discussion topic 4
13 Presentation practice 4
14 Presentation topic 4
15 Final Presentation + reflection on the course

Course work and Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on the basis of individual classwork, group work, speaking and listening skills
development, and a final presentation (final exam).




Diagnosis - Discussion of N.Y. Times Medical Articles in English

instructorsLuc Loosveldt Class Time : to be decided
Jim Briganti
E-mail:lluc@nagasaki-u.ac.jp Office Hours:to be decided

jbriganti@nagasaki-u.ac.jp

Course Objectives

In this course, we will explore a series of articles from Diagnosis, a monthly column from New York Times Magazine
written by Lisa Sanders, the consulting MD on the popular TV series “Dr House”.

This course aims to create a cooperative and collaborative learning environment that allows for a free exchange of
ideas and opinion. Students will develop their communication and critical thinking skills in English through group
discussion, role negotiation, collaborative problem solving, and presenting. By the end of the course, students should
be comfortable discussing and presenting medical topics in English.

Book

All materials will be available online.

Topics

1 Introduction of the course and on-line tasks — self-introductions + how to write email (communicating with your
instructor) - Power intro

2 Introduction of the groups. Division of the group roles. Students input on the readings. Flrst reading: Coulhan,
Medical Metaphors. Students choose the first article.

Discussion groups + Introduction of the rubric for evaluating presentations.

discussion: how to present + trial run of rubrics + choosing the second article

Discussion groups: second article

Practice presentations in group + fine tune the rubric

PRESENTATIONS - group presentations - poster presentations

3
4
5
6 (Negotiating division of presentation tasks + preparing for presentation
7
8
9

Discussion of presentations + deciding on third article and fourth article

10 |Discussion groups: third article - negotiating division of presentation tasks + preparing for presentation

11 |Discussion groups: fourth article - negotiating division of presentation tasks + preparing for presentation

12 |Practice presentations in group + fine tune the rubric

13 |Simultaneous practice presentations for the class

14  |Individual Presentations

15 |Course reflections. - Self-evaluation.

Course work and Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on the basis of classwork, reading and writing responses, a group presentation and a
final group report.






