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English Foundation Course for First Year Medical Students

Instructors: Luc Loosveldt Class Time: to be decided
Jim Briganti

E-mail: lluc@nagasaki-u.ac.j Office Hours: to be announced in class

jbriganti@nagasaki-u.ac.jp

Course Objectives

The aim of the course is to develop students’ English and critical thinking skills in a cooperative and supportive
environment. Students will be asked to actively engage in English. The language skills learned in this course will
serve as a foundation for future Medical English courses and for the types of language skills needed in medical
students future roles as healthcare professionals.

Required Textbooks

Readings to be assigned in class.

Syllabus*

1 Introduction and overview of the course — self-introductions, study goals, first reading assignment
2 |Medical Vocabulary + first main reading

3 Medical languageMain Ideas and Supporting Ideas - finding the main idea, skimming and scanning
4 Main Ideas and Supporting Ideas - using outlines

5 Main Ideas and Supporting Ideas - Paragraphs and the Topic Sentence

6 Organizational Structure - second main reading

7 Organizational Structure - Organizing information, recognizing and understanding relationships within a text
8 Organizational Structure - Organizing information, recognizing reference

9 Coherence and Cohesion - connectors and transition words, speech markers

10 |Coherence and Cohesion - Cohesion and coherence in the paragraph

11 |Summarizing - third main reading

12 |Summarizing - preparing narrative summaries

13 | Non-verbal communication and Inference

14 |Final group presentations and assessment

15 |Final group presentations and assessment

Course work and Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on the basis of class participation, assignments, vocabulary quizzes, group presentations
and final group reports.

*The above syllabus is a general guide, not a definite time table, and is subject to change..
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