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English Foundation Course for First Year Medical Students

Instructors: Luc Loosveldt Class Time: to be decided
Jim Briganti

E-mail: lluc@nagasaki-u.ac.j Office Hours: to be announced in class

jbriganti@nagasaki-u.ac.jp

Course Objectives

The aim of the course is to develop students’ English and critical thinking skills in a cooperative and supportive
environment. Students will be asked to actively engage in English. The language skills learned in this course will
serve as a foundation for future Medical English courses and for the types of language skills needed in medical
students future roles as healthcare professionals.

Required Textbooks

Readings to be assigned in class.

Syllabus*

1 Introduction and overview of the course — self-introductions, study goals, first reading assignment
2 |Medical Vocabulary + first main reading

3 Medical languageMain Ideas and Supporting Ideas - finding the main idea, skimming and scanning
4 Main Ideas and Supporting Ideas - using outlines

5 Main Ideas and Supporting Ideas - Paragraphs and the Topic Sentence

6 Organizational Structure - second main reading

7 Organizational Structure - Organizing information, recognizing and understanding relationships within a text
8 Organizational Structure - Organizing information, recognizing reference

9 Coherence and Cohesion - connectors and transition words, speech markers

10 |Coherence and Cohesion - Cohesion and coherence in the paragraph

11 |Summarizing - third main reading

12 |Summarizing - preparing narrative summaries

13 | Non-verbal communication and Inference

14 |Final group presentations and assessment

15 |Final group presentations and assessment

Course work and Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on the basis of class participation, assignments, vocabulary quizzes, group presentations
and final group reports.

*The above syllabus is a general guide, not a definite time table, and is subject to change..
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English for International Medicine

Instructors: Luc Loosveldt/Jim Briganti Class Time :  to be decided

E-mail: lluc@nagasaki-u.ac.j Office Hours: to be announced in class

Course Objectives

This course is designed for students interested in careers in international medicine. Focus will be on
developing relevant and effective communication techniques, building fluency in spoken and written
English, and reinforcing critical thinking skills in English. A range of materials will be introduced to
discuss global health issues. Students will be asked to research and introduce their own materials in
class to show their understanding.

Required Textbooks

A range of materials will be used to introduce global health issues for discussion.

Topics

1 First topic - pre-discussion, useful vocabulary and phrases, assignment of group roles
2 Small group discussion of readings - preparation of introductory presentation

3 Short presentations with Q&A

4 In-group review of short presentations + choosing the next topic

5 Small group discussion of readings - preparation of second short presentation

6 Short presentations with Q&A

7 In-group review of short presentations + choosing the next topic

8 Small group discussion of readings - preparation of third short presentation

9 Short presentations with Q&A

10 In-group review of short presentations + choosing the next topic

11 Small group discussion of readings - preparation of fourth short presentation

12 Short presentations with Q&A

13 Choosing the topic for the final presentation, preparing the poster

14 Review of the poster + practice sessions

15 Final poster presentations + evaluations and review of performance

Course work and Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on the basis of classwork, assignments, group work, group presentation, on-line forum
participation, written assignments, and review tests. A detailed breakdown of the evaluation process will be provided
in class.

*The above syllabus is meant as a general guide, not a definite time table.
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English Foundation SKkills for Second Year Medical Students

Instructors: Luc Loosveldt Class Time :  to be decided

Jim Briganti

E-mail: lluc@nagasaki-u.ac.j Office Hours: to be announced in class

Course Objectives

This is a continuation of the previous year’s English for Medical Students. The course will build on the
foundation laid in the previous course, but with a focus on developing oral skills. Group and pair presentations,
discussion, debate practice, and professional email writing protocol will be some of the activities students will
be required to actively participate in to successful complete the course

Required Textbooks

» Readings to be assigned in class.

Topics

1 Introduction and overview of the course, intoduction to the Pecha-Kucha (PK) presentation

2 Intoducing and discussion of topics for first group presentation/discussion+ building your Pecha-Kucha (PK);
introduction of the rubric

3 Discussion and listening practice; email writing protocol

4 Reviewing the PK scripts; PK practice; using the rubric to review PK performance

5 First PK sessions

6 More email writing tips; reviewing PK sessions

7 First poster session practice + script review

8 First poster session

9 Topics for second group presentation; preparing spoken summaries; more email writing tips

10 Introducing the presentation topics for peer evaluation

11 Reviewing the PK scripts; body language and intonation to convey meaning

12 Second PK sessions

13 discussion and review of second script + introduction on how to make a poster

14 Second poster session practice + script review

15 Fnal Poster Sessions + evaluations

Course work and Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on the basis of classwork, assignments, vocabulary quizzes, group project, written work.
A detailed breakdown of the evaluation process will be provided in class.

*The above syllabus is meant as a general guide,, not a definite time table.
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English for International Medicine

Instructors: Luc Loosveldt/Jim Briganti Class Time :  to be decided

E-mail: lluc@nagasaki-u.ac.j Office Hours: to be announced in class

Course Objectives

This course is designed for students interested in careers in international medicine. Focus will be on
developing relevant and effective communication techniques, building fluency in spoken and written
English, and reinforcing critical thinking skills in English. A range of materials will be introduced to
discuss global health issues. Students will be asked to research and introduce their own materials in
class to show their understanding.

Required Textbooks

A range of materials will be used to introduce global health issues for discussion.

Topics

1 First topic - pre-discussion, useful vocabulary and phrases, assignment of group roles
2 Small group discussion of readings - preparation of introductory presentation

3 Short presentations with Q&A

4 In-group review of short presentations + choosing the next topic

5 Small group discussion of readings - preparation of second short presentation

6 Short presentations with Q&A

7 In-group review of short presentations + choosing the next topic

8 Small group discussion of readings - preparation of third short presentation

9 Short presentations with Q&A

10 In-group review of short presentations + choosing the next topic

11 Small group discussion of readings - preparation of fourth short presentation

12 Short presentations with Q&A

13 Choosing the topic for the final presentation, preparing the poster

14 Review of the poster + practice sessions

15 Final poster presentations + evaluations and review of performance

Course work and Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on the basis of classwork, assignments, group work, group presentation, on-line forum
participation, written assignments, and review tests. A detailed breakdown of the evaluation process will be provided
in class.

*The above syllabus is meant as a general guide, not a definite time table.
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Practical English Skills for Third Year Medical Students

Instructors: Luc Loosveldt Class Time :  to be decided
Jim Briganti

E-mail: lluc@nagasaki-u.ac.j Office Hours: to be announced in class

jbriganit@nagasaki-u.ac.jp

Course Objectives

This is a continuation of the second years’ English courses, but with a special focus on the language of medical
research. Students will support each other’s learning in class and prepare short presentations to demonstrate
their comprehension of the topics introduced in class.

Required Textbooks

Materials will be assigned and made available in class,

Topics

1 Introduction to the course

2 First group meeting: establishing group roles, deciding on first topic, deciding on topic focus, presentation proposal/
rubric

3 First group discussion; first presentation proposal

4 The abstract + presentation script script

5 Short presentations + Q&A practice

6 Second topic; second group discussion

7 Second report; giving feedback on each other’s report

8 The abstract + presentation script + presentation practice

9 Second Short Presentation followed by Q&A

10 Third topic; second group discussion

11 Third report; giving feedback on each other’s reports

12 Third Short Presentation followed by Q&A - choosing the final topic

13 Final topic - synthesizing what we learned for the final poster session

14 Final report; review posters, review scripts, practiee scripts

15 Final Poster sessions

Course work and Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on the basis of classwork, assignments, vocabulary quizzes, group project, written work,
and written research proposals. A detailed breakdown of the evaluation process will be provided in class.

*The above syllabus is meant as a general guide, not a definite time table.
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English Skills for Fourth Year Medical Students

Instructors: Luc Loosveldt Class Time :  to be decided

Jim Briganti

E-mail: lluc@nagasaki-u.ac.j Office Hours: to be anounced in class

Course Objectives

In this course, students will be guided in their selection of specific medical cases, disease trends, other
local and global health issues on which to present individually and in groups to their peers. Small group
discussion to further critical thinking and communication skills will form an integral part of the course.

Required Textbooks

» Class materials will be made available on the English Section’s website, NU-minds.

Topics

1

Introduction of the course and its materials; mini-talk: “How to Read to Maximize Learning”

2 First topic - how to read, how to explore, how to discuss; deciding the groups
3 First group discussion; first report

4 Short presentations + Q&A practice

5 Second topic; second group discussion

6 Second report; evaluating other groups’ reports

7 Second Short Presentation followed by Q&A

8 Third topic; second group discussion

9 Third report; evaluating other groups’ reports

10 Third Short Presentation followed by Q&A

11 Fourth topic; second group discussion

12 Fourth report; evaluating other groups’ reports

13 Fourth Short Presentation followed by Q&A + Deciding on final project
14 Final group discussion + reviewing and preparing the final project
15 Final Poster sessions

Course work and Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on the basis of classwork, assignments, quizzes, group project, written work, and in-class
and on-line participation. A detailed breakdown of the evaluation process will be provided in class.

*The above syllabus is meant as a general guide, not a definite time table.
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